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Dear Parents of Juniors,  

 

All third year high school students in the state of South Carolina will be taking the ACT with writing this spring. Our 

students will test on Tuesday, March 7 using an online format. As a school, we are planning to test our students on the 

Google Chromebooks. Students will need to arrive at school on test day by 8:00am, regardless of open am periods. 

Students will report directly to their testing classrooms to begin testing. Students will not report to high school or 

college classes on this test day. We will communicate this testing requirement with the college professors, but please 

encourage your student to communicate directly with their college professors, as well. Testing will last between five 

and six hours. The ACT with writing test will include test sessions of English, math, reading, science, and, of course, 

writing. Most students will receive an ACT score that can be used for college enrollment, scholarships, and NCAA 

eligbility requirements. ACT scores are valid for five years.  

 

In order to be admitted to the testing rooms, students will need to have their school ID badge, pencils for scratch work, 

and a calculator for the math test. All questions on the math section can be answered without a calculator, but students 

may want to use a calculator in order to be more time efficient. ACT has a very strict calculator policy, so please refer 

to this policy (on the back) when selecting a calculator for your student to use on test day. Students are not allowed to 

have cell phones in the testing room. Cell phones and other electronic devices must be kept in student lockers or 

student vehicles during the test. Examinees may not be in the possession of or use cell phones or any other electronic 

device at any time, including during the break, and the examinee must not be able to access them during 

testing. Due to the length of the test, students may not eat lunch until after  1:00pm on test day. Therefore, 

students need to make sure that they eat a healthy breakfast before coming to school that morning. Students will be 

given a snack between the math and reading tests.  

 

Each student will complete an online pretest session. Students can complete this session on their own time at home or 

at school during their free time. An in-school session will be held closer to test time for those students who are unable 

to complete it on their own time. The pretest session will last about an hour, and again, it is done online. Students will 

be given unique log-in information from ACT later this month in order to complete this session.  

 

During Friday enrichment classes, junior teachers will be working on test-taking strategies with junior students. Last 

Friday, February 3, students met as a whole group to discuss the upcoming test and some general test-taking 

strategies. Each student was given a “Preparing for the ACT” packet with helpful hints for taking it online, 

information about downloading the testing software to familiarize themselves with, and practice tests with answers. 

Please ask your student about this packet. Content teachers will be working with juniors in the upcoming weeks to 

discuss the specific tips for those specific tests, as well as practice questions and solutions. Please encourage your 

students to attend these enrichment sessions each Friday from now until the week of the ACT.  

 

All of the ACT material made available to students at school will also be uploaded to the school website. Please take 

some time to review these links with your student. Some are also listed below.  

 http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-Online.pdf   (Preparing for the ACT 

 Online packet) 

 http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/act-online-testing/act-

 online-examinee.html (Download the TestNAV software to take practice test) 

 https://www.act.org/content/act/en/education-and-career-planning/college-and-career-readiness-stand

 ards.html (ACT College and Career Readiness Standards)  

  

Please let us know if you have any questions about the upcoming administration of the ACT. We are working closely 

with the state and the school district to ensure that we communicate all important information and resources to you 
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