
ACT STRATEGIES



ENGLISH TEST 

• 75 questions- 45 minutes

• 2 types of questions:

Usage and Mechanics (punctuation, grammar and usage, sentence structure)

Rhetorical Skills (writing strategy, organization, style)



STRATEGIES FOR ENGLISH

• Pace yourself!!!

• Be aware of writing style used in the essay, and be consistent with your answers.

anecdote/narrative

scholarly, formal, or informative

• Consider a question’s context before choosing an answer.

Understanding the general sense of an essay can help.

As you answer questions, be sure to read at least a sentence or 2 beyond the sentence 

containing the portion being questioned.



STRATEGIES FOR ENGLISH

• Be aware of the connotations (feelings and associations) of words.

Many people might be surprised       16. F.  No change
to learn that the American way of         G. change
computing a person’s age differs            H. dispute
from the traditional Korean way.            J. difference
In Korean tradition, a person is 
considered to be already one year 
old at the time of his or her birth.

As a child growing up in 2 cultures, I 
found this contest to be a bit confusing.

16.



STRATEGIES FOR ENGLISH

• Look for a stated question.

The music is mainly
instrumental- the bands generally 3.  Which of the following alternatives
consist of guitar, bass guitar, saxo- to the underlined portion would NOT
phones, accordion, and drums.              be acceptable?

A. instrumental; in general, the bands
B. instrumental, the bands generally
C. instrumental. The bands generally
D. instrumental; the bands generally



STRATEGIES FOR ENGLISH

• Note the differences between answer choices.

• Determine the best answer -reread the underlined portion with each answer choice.

-eliminate all obviously incorrect answers.

• Reread the sentence using your selected answer to make sure it “fits” in tone, style etc.

• Be careful with 2 part questions.



• The contents of this power point were created using the book, The Only Official Prep Guide 
from  the Makers of the ACT.

• Improving Your English p. 


